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SEC. 9. NATIONAL INFORMATION CLEARING-

HOUSE AND WEBSITE.

(a) NATIONAL WEBSITE.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of

General Services shall create and maintain
until July 14, 2002, a national year 2000
website, and promote its availability, de-
signed to assist consumers, small business,
and local governments in obtaining informa-
tion from other governmental websites, hot-
lines, or information clearinghouses about
year 2000 Processing of computers, systems,
products and services, including websites
maintained by independent agencies and
other departments.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In creating the na-
tional year 2000 website, the Administrator
of General Services shall consult with—

(A) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(B) the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration;

(C) the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion;

(D) officials of State and local govern-
ments;

(E) the Director of the National Institute
of Standards and Technology;

(F) representatives of consumer and indus-
try groups; and

(G) representatives of other entities, as de-
termined appropriate.

(b) REPORT.—The Administrator of General
Services shall submit a report to the Com-
mittees on the Judiciary of the Senate and
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Government Re-
form and Oversight of the House of Rep-
resentatives not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act regarding plan-
ning to comply with the requirements of this
section.

The title was amended so as to read:
‘‘To encourage the disclosure and ex-
change of information about computer
processing problems, solutions, test
practices and test results, and related
matters in connection with the transi-
tion to the year 2000.’’

f

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 4579

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that H.R. 4579 has arrived
from the House and is at the desk. I
now ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 4579) to provide tax relief for

individuals, families, and farming and other
small businesses, to provide tax incentives
for education, to extend certain expiring pro-
visions, to amend the Social Security Act to
establish the Protect Social Security Ac-
count into which the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall deposit budget surpluses until a re-
form measure is enacted to ensure the long-
term solvency of the OASDI trust funds, and
for other purposes.

Mr. ROBERTS. I now ask for its sec-
ond reading and would object to my
own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The bill will be read the second time
on the next legislative day.

CONVICTED PERSONS BENEFITS
CORRECTION

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
calendar No. 534, H.R. 3096.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 3096) to correct a provision re-

lating to termination of benefits for con-
victed persons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read the third time, and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill appear at
this point in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3096) was considered
read the third time, and passed.
f

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 29, 1998

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, September 30. I further ask
that when the Senate reconvenes on
Tuesday, immediately following the
prayer, the Journal of the proceedings
be approved, no resolutions come over
under the rule, the call of the calendar
be waived, the morning hour be deemed
to have expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask consent that the Senate stand
in recess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. to allow
the weekly party caucuses to meet.
f

PROGRAM

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, for the
information of all Senators, when the
Senate reconvenes on Tuesday at 10
a.m., there will be a period of debate
until approximately 10:40 a.m. in rela-
tion to the Higher Education and De-
partment of Defense conference re-
ports. At the conclusion of that debate
time, the Senate will proceed to three
stacked votes, the first on adoption of
the Higher Education conference re-
port, followed by a vote on adoption of
the Defense Appropriations conference
report, followed by a cloture vote on
the motion to proceed to the Internet
tax bill. Following those votes, the
Senate will begin a period of morning
business until 12:30 p.m. and then re-
cess until 2:15 p.m. to allow the weekly
party caucuses to meet. After the cau-
cus meetings, the Senate will resume
morning business until 3:15 p.m., at

which time the Senate could consider
any legislative or executive items
cleared for action. The leader would
like to remind all Members that there
will be no votes on Tuesday afternoon
and all day Wednesday in observance of
the Jewish holiday.

f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I now ask that the
Senate stand in adjournment under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:49 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
September 29, 1998, at 10 a.m.

f

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate September 28, 1998:

THE JUDICIARY

ALEX R. MUNSON, OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA IS-
LANDS, TO BE JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS FOR A TERM OF TEN
YEARS. (REAPPOINTMENT)

EDWARD J. DAMICH, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE OF
THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS FOR
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE JAMES F. MEROW, TERM
EXPIRED.

NANCY B. FIRESTONE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE OF
THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS FOR A
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE MOODY R. TIDWELL III,
TERM EXPIRED.

EMILY CLARK HEWITT, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE A
JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL
CLAIMS FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE ROBERT
J. YOCK, TERM EXPIRED.

f

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate September 28, 1998:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

STEVEN ROBERT MANN, OF PENNSYLVANIA, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF TURKMENISTAN.

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT MCKUNE, OF VIRGINIA, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE STATE OF QATAR.

MELISSA FOELSCH WELLS, OF CONNECTICUT, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA.

RICHARD E. HECKLINGER, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND.

THEODORE H. KATTOUF, OF MARYLAND, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

ROBERT M. WALKER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE DEPUTY
DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AGENCY.

THE ABOVE NOMINATIONS WERE APPROVED SUBJECT
TO THE NOMINEES’ COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.

THE JUDICIARY

CARL J. BARBIER, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF LOUISIANA.

GERALD BRUCE LEE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF VIRGINIA.

PATRICIA A. SEITZ, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF FLORIDA.

WILLIAM B. TRAXLER, JR., OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE FOURTH CIR-
CUIT.
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